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THE WORLD WAR
TURKEY'S NEUTRALITY
FOR nearly two months after the outbreak of the World
War, Turkey was technically neutral. In fact, she com-
mitted herself to the Central Powers as early as August 2,
1914, by concluding a secret alliance with Germany.
Searching for the motives of this step, many students have
reached the conclusion that Turkey was forced by Ger-
many, much against her will, to line up with the Central
Powers, Yet it should be remembered that Germany's
interests, as evidenced in the Bagdad railway, offered eco-
nomic advantages to Turkey by opening up the hinterland
of Anatolia, and at the same time helped to check the
constant Russian threat to the control of the Straits. Al-
though Turkey was undoubtedly subject to pressure by the
presence of the mission of General Liman von Sanders and
the influence Germany exercised through control of the
Turkish army, it may be suggested that Turkey, faced with
a choice between two evils, may have been less fearful of
Germany than of her traditional antagonist, Russia, Ger-
man influence could perhaps have been counterbalanced by
Great Britain. But, as was pointed out before, British-
Turkish relations had cooled perceptibly after the occupa-
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